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                        March 13, 2024
                            
          News
        
          

    
              Egypt: Questionable Amnesty Deals for ISIS Members
          

          Risk of Impunity for Grave Human Rights Abuses

                          
        

(Beirut) – The Egyptian authorities appear to have made opaque amnesty deals in recent years with suspected members of the Islamic State (also known as ISIS) affiliate in Egypt’s North Sinai without making the criteria public, Human Rights Watch and… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Sri Lanka: Repression of Civic Space Threatens Financial Reform
          

          IMF Should Oppose Restrictions on Freedom of Expression, Civil Society Groups

                          
        

(Washington, DC) – The International Monetary Fund (IMF) should urge Sri Lanka’s government to abandon draft legislation that would severely curtail civil society and jeopardize the IMF’s program in the country, Human Rights Watch said in a letter to… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Ecuador's Uptick in Violence Heightens Risks for Schoolchildren
          

          Investigate Sexual Violence Against Students, Protect School Staff 

                          
        

The escalation of violence and organized crime activity throughout Ecuador is having a dire impact on children’s rights. A temporary switch to online learning, as well as threats by criminal groups, have particularly impacted their right to learn in a… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Ghana’s Leaders Push Back on Anti-LGBT Bill
          

          Major Figures Urge President to Veto Harmful Legislation 

                          
        

Influential people in Ghana are speaking out against the country’s dangerous anti-lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) bill.

Last week, Samia Nkrumah, a former member of parliament and chair of a major political party in Ghana, urged the… 
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              Confronting the Rising Civilian Toll from Explosive Weapons
          

          Youth Workshop Explores How Countries Can Reduce and Remedy Harm

                          
        

In late February, I joined youth from 14 countries for a four-day seminar on the rising civilian toll caused by bombing and shelling with explosive weapons in towns and cities during armed conflict. The event was hosted by Mines Action Canada, a co-… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Interview: The Car Industry’s Blind Spot in Xinjiang
          

          Uncovering Forced Labor in Aluminum Supply Chains

                          
        Some of the aluminum in the car you drive to work, school, or the grocery store may have been produced through the forced labor of Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims in the Xinjiang region of China.

Many major car companies know the risks, yet a Human… 
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              European Union Should Adopt Forced Labor Law
          

          Import Ban Would Prevent Products Linked to Forced Labor from Entering EU

                          
        

The links between China’s rapidly expanding car industry and forced labor in the Xinjiang region demonstrate why it is vital for European Union governments to adopt a proposed law banning imports and exports linked to forced labor.

EU institutions… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Thai Lawyer Remains ‘Disappeared’ 20 Years on
          

          Family of Somchai Neelapaijit Awaits Justice

                          
        

Twenty years ago today, I received a phone call in the middle of the night with the news that my friend and colleague, the prominent human rights lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit, had gone missing. At that time, Somchai was chair of Thailand’s… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Pakistan’s Blasphemy Law Targets Youth on Social Media
          

          Student, 22, Sentenced to Death; 17-year-old Gets Life in Prison

                          
        

In Pakistan, a WhatsApp message – even an alleged one – can have deadly consequences. Last week, a court in Gujrat district, Punjab, sentenced a 22-year-old student to death on charges of sharing blasphemous pictures and videos. A 17-year-old… 
              

              

  
    
          
  
      
              




      
  


      

  
  

  
                        
    
    







      
    
                        March 11, 2024
                            
          News
        
          

    
              Trump-Biden ‘Duel’ Wounds Border Communities
          

                          
        

The recent visit to the US-Mexico border by President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump was characterized as a “duel” by some media outlets, eliciting the image of cowboys facing off. But in this showdown, there were no heroes, just villains… 
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              Ugandan Authorities Should Drop Charges Against Environmental Activists
          

          Students Arrested for Protesting Against Oil Pipeline

                          
        

Tomorrow, eleven Ugandan students will appear before a Kampala court for their activism against the planned East Africa crude oil pipeline (EACOP), one of the largest fossil fuel infrastructure projects currently under development globally. This is… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Pakistan: New Government Should Protect Rights
          

          Letter to Prime Minister Sharif Highlights Key Areas

                          
        

(New York) – Pakistan’s newly elected prime minister, Shehbaz Sharif, should make human rights a key focus of his government, Human Rights Watch said in a letter today to the prime minister. The new Pakistani government should adopt an agenda… 
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              Peru: Congress Runs Roughshod Over Rule of Law
          

          Justice Board Members&#039; Removal a Blow to Judicial Independence, Democratic System

                          
        

(Washington, DC) – The decision by Peru’s Congress on March 7, 2024, to arbitrarily remove two members of the National Board of Justice severely undermines judicial independence, the rule of law, and the protection of human rights, Human Rights Watch… 
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          News
        
          

    
              France: Ensure Muslim Women, Girls Can Play Sports
          

          On International Women’s Day, Global Call to End Hijab Ban in French Basketball

                          
        

(Nyon, Switzerland) – French basketball authorities should ensure equal access to sport for Muslim women and girls by overturning the discriminatory ban on wearing the hijab, the Sport & Rights Alliance said today. On International Women’s Day,… 
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              Statement Before the Human Rights Council Panel on the Right to Social Security
          

          Human Rights Watch Delivers Oral Statement at the Council&#039;s 55th Session on Behalf of 12 Civil Society Organizations and the Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors

                          
        Thank you for the opportunity to address this esteemed panel on behalf of 12 civil society organizations and the Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors. Despite its recognition in various international treaties, the right to social security remains… 
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          News
        
          

    
              Haiti: Urgent Action Needed amid Growing Lawlessness
          

          Address Rampant Insecurity, Restore Democratic Governance

                          
        

(Washington, DC) – Haiti is on the brink of a total collapse or takeover of the state as violent criminal groups seeking to overthrow the government have attacked police officers and state institutions, including prisons, Human Rights Watch said… 
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              Thailand Should Free Detained Uyghur Asylum Seekers
          

                          
        

Few people realize that Thailand has been holding more than 40 Uyghur asylum seekers in immigration detention for a decade. The danger to this remaining group is real. The new government of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin should free these forgotten… 
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              Sealed Off in North Korea
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              Women with Disabilities are Rights Holders, Not Passive Recipients of Care 
          

          Care Legislation in Mexico Should Go Further 

                          
        

Olga, a 45-year-old woman with cerebral palsy, seldom leaves her home to participate in gatherings with friends or other social activities. Besides going to the same school she’s attended since childhood, the only other outing she makes is to a summer… 
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